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In recent years, especially with the rise of social media and the selfie, there has been a surge in

demand for plastic surgery â€” not just in the United States but around the world. Patients seeking to

enhance their images can choose from a vast menu of procedures â€” from the minimally invasive to

major surgery â€” including liposuction (fat removal), dermabrasion (sanding the skin), rhytidectomy

(face-lift), blepharoplasty (eyelid lift), forehead lift, rhinoplasty (nose job), breast augmentation,

mastopexy (breast lift), abdominoplasty (tummy tuck), and then some. But the pursuit of the body

beautiful through plastic surgery has many pros and cons. This Tbook, culled from The New York

Times archives, features a range of articles by leading writers, including Gina Kolata on the ill

effects of liposuction; Catherine Saint Louis on the limits of facial surgery; Daphne Merkin on the

morality of plastic surgery; Abby Ellin on plastic surgery and older people; and Alexandra Stevenson

on plastic surgery tourism in South Korea.
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